
 

 

 

Shenley Fields Daycare and Nursery School 

Curriculum Intention for Literacy 

 

“It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two 

dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. Language comprehension 

(necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when adults 

talk with children about the world around them and the books (stories and non-fiction) 

they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled word reading, 

taught later, involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar 

printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Writing 

involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and 

structuring them in speech, before writing).” (EYFS 2021) 

 

                   Daycare and Nursery School 

                Love, Laugh, Learn  

         



 

Reading 0-3’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Role of the Adult: 

 To instill a love of reading in children through positive role modelling using books 

and digital reading devices. 

 To model how to handle a book. 

 To introduce fiction and non-fiction media to children. 

 To consider the needs and interests of the children to maximise motivation and 

enthusiasm. 

 To provide comfortable places for sharing books both indoors and outdoors 

 To plan early reading opportunities in all areas of continuous provision both 

indoors and outdoors. 

 To develop and embed home learning opportunities. 

 To incorporate opportunities for planned and spontaneous singing and rhyme 

times. 

 
We Provide: 

 Board books, cloth books, picture books and stories. 

 A home school library for children to choose a book to share at home with their 

family and exchange regularly. 

 Puppets, props and story sacks linked to children’s interests and/or favourite 

stories and rhymes. 

 Signs, symbols and labels. 

 Opportunities to listen to a range of sounds including musical instruments and 

environmental sounds.     

 Opportunities for storytelling and listening to stories, singing and rhymes in group 

time sessions and through continuous provision                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

 
Daycare and Nursery School 

Love, Laugh, Learn 

         

 

 

 

 

 



 

At the end of their time in  

Sunshine (0-2’s), children will: 
 Be interested in and anticipates books and rhymes and may have favourites. 

 Begin to join in with actions and sounds in familiar songs and book sharing experiences. 

 

 

At the end of their time in  

Raindrops (2-3’s), children will: 
 Have some favourite stories, rhymes, songs, poems or jingles. 

 Repeat and use actions, words or phrases from familiar stories. 

 Fill in the missing word or phrase in a known rhyme, story or game, e.g. Humpty Dumpty sat on a …….. 

 Begin to recognise familiar logos from children’s popular culture, commercial print or icons for apps. 

 Enjoy rhythmic and musical activity with percussion instruments, actions, rhymes and songs, clapping along with the beat and joining in 

with the words of familiar songs and nursery rhymes. 

 

 

 

Daycare and Nursery School 

Love, Laugh, Learn 

         



 

 

Reading (3-4s)  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Role of the Adult: 

 To instill a love of reading in children through positive role modelling using books 

and digital reading devices 

 To model how to handle a book. 

 To introduce fiction and non-fiction media to children. 

 To consider the needs and interests of the children to maximise motivation and 

enthusiasm. 

 To provide comfortable places for sharing books both indoors and outdoors 

 To plan early reading opportunities in all areas of continuous provision both 

indoors and outdoors. 

 To develop and embed home learning opportunities. 

 Incorporate opportunities for planned and spontaneous singing and rhyme times. 

 We provide: 

 A variety of different materials to encourage the development of early reading skills. 

For example, non-fiction and fiction books, magazines, signs and symbols, logos, 

labels, recipes for cooking activities, name cards and digital devices. 

Puppets, props and story sacks to support children to retell and make up stories. 

 Opportunities for children to look at a range of reading materials independently with 

their friends and to enjoy listening to adults read to them in small group sessions. 

 Opportunities for children to discuss characters and events in stories and what 

might or could happen next. 

 A home school library for children to choose a book to share at home with their 

family and exchange regularly. 

 Fun games and activities to find out about rhythm, rhyme and alliteration in the 

spoken word, rhymes and songs. 

 Group time sessions to explore how we differentiate between sounds; 

environmental, instrumental and body percussion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daycare and Nursery School 

Love, Laugh, Learn 

         



 

At the end of their time in 

Sunbeams (3-4’s), children will: 
 Listen to and joins in with stories and poems, when reading one-to-one and in small groups. 

 Join in with repeated refrains and anticipates key events and phrases in rhymes and stories.  

 Begin to be aware of the way stories are structured, and to tell own stories. 

 Talk about events and principal characters in stories and suggests how the story might end. 

 Show interest in illustrations and words in print and digital books and words in the environment. 

 Recognise familiar words and signs such as own name, advertising logos and screen icons. 

 Look at and enjoys print and digital books independently. 

 Know that print carries meaning and, in English, is read from left to right and top to bottom. 

 Know information can be relayed through signs and symbols in various forms (e.g. printed materials, digital screens and 

environmental print). 

 Handle books and touch screen technology carefully and the correct way up with growing competence.  

 Begin to navigate apps and websites on digital media using drop down menu to select websites and icons to select apps. 

 Begin to develop phonological and phonemic awareness - Shows awareness of rhyme and alliteration - Recognises rhythm in spoken 

words, songs, poems and rhymes - Claps or taps the syllables in words during sound play - Hears and says the initial sound in words. 

They will be working towards: 
 Enjoying an increasing range of print and digital books, both fiction and non-fiction.  

 Using vocabulary and forms of speech that are increasingly influenced by their experiences of reading. 

 Describing main story settings, events and principal characters in increasing detail. 

 Re-enacting and reinvents stories they have heard in their play. 

 Knowing that information can be retrieved from books, computers and mobile digital devices. 

 Recalling and discussing stories or information that has been read to them, or they have read themselves. 

 

Daycare and Nursery School 

Love, Laugh, Learn 

         

 



 

Writing 0-3’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Role of the Adult: 

 To be a positive writing role model. 

 To consider the needs and interests of the children to maximise motivation and 

enthusiasm. 

 To plan mark making opportunities in all areas of continuous provision both 

indoors and outdoors. 

 To value children’s mark making by talking to them about it and displaying it. This 

will enhance children’s self-esteem and give them the confidence to continue 

developing their skills. 

We Provide: 

 Access to a range of mark making resources both indoors and outdoors. 

 Opportunities for our youngest children to mark make collaboratively with their 

hands, feet and fingers using resources such as sand, paint, shaving foam and 

mud. 

 Opportunities for children to develop pre-writing skills through large scale mark 

making activities. These activities build strength in the big muscles in the arms 

and shoulders. We also offer resources such as play dough, brushes and pencils 

to build strength in the little muscles in the hands and fingers. This enables 

children to build the strength required for writing. 

 Opportunities in all areas of continuous provision for children to develop their fine 

motor skills and hand-eye coordination.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daycare and Nursery School 

Love, Laugh, Learn 

         



 

 

At the end of their time in  

Sunshine (0-2’s), children will:  
 Begin to understand the cause and effect of their actions in mark making. 

 Know that the marks they make are of value. 

 Enjoy the sensory experience of making marks. 

 

At the end of their time in Raindrops (2-3’s) 

children will: 
 Distinguish between the different marks they make. 

 Enjoys drawing and writing on paper, on screen and on different textures, such as in sand or play dough and through using touch 

screen technology. 

 

 

 

Daycare and Nursery School 

Love, Laugh, Learn 

         



 

Writing (3-4’s) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Role of the Adult: 

 To be a positive writing role model. 

 To consider the needs and interests of the children to maximise motivation and 

enthusiasm. 

 To plan early writing opportunities in all areas of continuous provision both indoors 

and outdoors. 

 To value children’s early writing by talking to them about it and displaying it. This 

will enhance children’s self-esteem and give them the confidence to continue 

developing their skills. 

 

Daycare and Nursery School 

Love, Laugh, Learn 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Provide: 

 Access to a wide range of mark making resources both indoors and outdoors. 

 Opportunities for children to develop pre-writing skills through gross motor 

activities such as parachute games, large-scale painting and climbing. These 

activities build strength in the big muscles in the arms and shoulders. We also 

offer resources such as play dough, scissors, brushes and pencils to build 

strength in the little muscles in the hands and fingers. This enables children to 

build the strength required for writing. 

 Opportunities in all areas of continuous provision for children to develop their fine 

motor skills and hand-eye coordination.  

 Planned adult led and continuous provision activities to develop early writing skills. 

 A meaningful context for children to develop and practice their early writing skills. 

For example, writing shopping lists for cooking activities, making appointments in 

a role play doctors, making a list of insects found in the garden and reflecting on 

their learning and experiences.  

 

 



 

 

At the end of their time in 

Sunbeams, children will: 
 Make up stories, play scenarios, and drawings in response to experiences, such as outings. 

 Sometimes gives meaning to their drawings and paintings. 

 Ascribe meanings to signs, symbols and words that they see in different places, including those they make themselves. 

 Include mark making and early writing in their play. 

 Imitate adults’ writing by making continuous lines of shapes and symbols (early writing) from left to right. 

 Attempt to write their own name, or other names and words, using combinations of lines, circles and curves, or letter-type shapes. 

 Show interest in letters on a keyboard, identifying the initial letter of their own name and other familiar words.  

 Begin to make letter-type shapes to represent the initial sound of their name and other familiar words. 

They will be working towards: 
 Enjoying creating texts to communicate meaning for an increasingly wide range of purposes, such as making greetings cards, tickets, lists, 

invitations and creating their own stories and books with images and sometimes with words, in print and digital formats. 

 Giving meaning to the marks they make as they draw, write, paint and type using a keyboard or touch-screen technology. 

 Beginning to break the flow of speech into words, to hear and say the initial sound in words and may start to segment the sounds in words 

and blend them together. 

 Starting to develop phonic knowledge by linking sounds to letters, naming and sounding some of the letters of the alphabet, identifying 

letters and writing recognisable letters in sequence, such as in their own name. 

 Using their developing phonic knowledge to write things such as labels and captions, later progressing to simple sentences. 

 

 

Daycare and Nursery School 

Love, Laugh, Learn 

         


